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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . The Examiner's response is incorporated into the rejection found below. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. Claims 1-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

As per claims 1, 11, 18 and 19, it is unclear of what is meant by "sufficient account 
information" and "to impart transaction functionality". Also the phrase populated "with 
sufficient account information to impart transaction functionality to said data terminal" is 
not understood when used in this context. Thus, the applied language renders the claims 
vague and indefinite. 

Claims not directly addressed are rejected based on their dependencies. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 



Morthington et al (US Patent No.6, 128,602). 
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As per claim 1, Northington et al disclose an information gathering and 
distribution system, comprising: a data terminal capable of receiving data (figure 1, 
element 110); and a transaction and information clearing house (TIPCH) (figure 1, 
element 100), said TIPCH configured to gather electronic information from a vendor 
(column 7, lines 45-67 and column 6, Iines14-18), said TIPCH connected selectively to 
said data terminal (figure 1); wherein said electronic information is transferred to said 
data terminal when said data terminal is connected to said TIPCH (column 7, lines 45- 
67, abstract and column 8, line 55 to column 9, line 24). 

Applicant argues that Northington et al fail to teach or suggest the data terminal 
as being "configured as a financially-enabled e-commerce device". In response, the 
system of Northington et al is clearly directed to a financial system having data 
terminals 1 10 for accessing transactions information via a web browser and therefore 
teaches a data terminal being configured as a financially-enabled e-commerce device. 
See figure 1 and column 5, lines 15-25 of Northington et al. 

Applicant also argues that Northington et al fail to teach or suggest "wherein said 
data terminal is populated by the TCPCH with sufficient account information to impart 
transaction functionality to said data terminal on behalf of a user". 

In response, Northington et al teach the remote data terminal is populated by 
their central system with sufficient information to impart functionality to the remote data 
terminal on behalf of a use, and the electronic information is transferred to the data 
terminal on behalf of the user. See the abstract and column 10, lines 39-65 and column 
5, lines 35-65 and column 9, lines 25-58. The only difference between Northington et al 



7 

Application/Control Number: 09/737,277 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3628 

and the claimed invention is that these functions are not recited to be automatically 
performed. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to automate 
these functions in order to provide users with a quick response alerting them of a 
financial transaction. 

Applicant then argues that remote terminal 1 10 is not financially-enabled for 
executing electronic transactions. The Examiner disagrees. Northington et al teach the 
remote terminal being financially-enabled for executing electronic transactions. See 
column 9, lines 13-28, lines 54-58 and column 10, lines 38-48 of Northington et al. 

Northington et al disclose "Application services element 103 preferably includes a 
data processor 402 for processing incoming transaction data and a report generator 
401 for generating and delivering reports of stored transaction data in response to a 
command received from a user and/or at predetermined intervals..." (column 7, lines 
45-51 ). Northington et al further disclose other embodiments of transferring electronic 
information to a data terminal when the data terminal is connected to a TIPCH of 
information clearing house (figure 1 , element 100). (See column 8, line 55 to column 9, 
line 24). 

Applicant's representative then argues that the "automatic" aspect of Northington 
as in the above passage has to do with collecting information that is not already in the 
database in response to a user query and therefore an automatic transferring of 
information to the data terminal is not taught by Northington et al. 

In response, the Examiner disagrees with applicant's assertion. Northington et al 
disclose providing electronic information to a user connected to the information clearing 
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house. The information is searched from the database and if not found in the database, 
the electronic information is searched and retrieved in other external databases. See 
column 8, line 55 to column 9, line 24. Thus the electronic information would have then 
be transferred to the data terminal. The transfer is made as desired or automatically at 
a predetermined time. Note column 8, lines 1-18 of Northington et al. Furthermore, the 
Examiner notes that when the data terminal is connected to the information 
clearinghouse, the electronic information is automatically transferred to the data 
terminal either in response to commands between the data terminal and the electronic 
information clearinghouse or via a predetermined time period. 



As per claim 2, Northington et al disclose the data terminal is further configured 
to send electronic signals to said TIPCH (column 5, lines 35-56 and column 9, lines 49- 
67). 

As per claim 3, Northington et al disclose the system further comprising a 
financial transaction processing mechanism associated with said TIPCH (column 11, 
lines 16-28 and column 12, lines 59-66) , said processing mechanism configured to 
disperse forms of remuneration to a vendor associated with a transaction (column 12, 
lines 59-66 column 13, lines15-20) authorized by said TIPCH. 
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As per claim 4, Northington et al disclose the financial transaction processing 
mechanism is a financial institution (column 11, lines 16-28). 

As per claim 5, Northington et al disclose the data terminal further comprises a 
security mechanism, wherein access to said terminal is restricted to a particular user 
(column 3, line 62 to column 4, line 6 and column 1 0, line 66 to column 1 1 , line 3). 

As per claim 6, Northington et al disclose the transaction and information 
processing clearing house further comprises a security mechanism, wherein access to 
said financial and information processing clearing house is restricted to a particular user 
(column 6, line 52 to column 7, line 3). 

As per claim 7, Northington et al disclose a secure distribution system for 
distribution of electronic content to a user from said TIPCH, said TIPCH configured to 
receive electronic content from a vendor and to provide the electronic 
content to a user through said secure distribution system (column 3, line 62 to column 4, 
line 6; column 10, line 66 to column 1 1 , line 3 and column 6, line 52 to column 7, line 3). 

As per claim 8, Northington et al disclose the TIPCH is configured to provide 
electronic content to a user by transmitting the electronic content to a users transaction 
device at the request of the user (column 8, line 55 to column 9, line 23). 
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As per claims 9-10 and 14-15, Northington et al do not explicitly teach a 
transaction and information processing clearing house further comprises a distribution 
system configured to provide delivery of a product of a transaction to a user or a return 
system configured to enable the user to return the package to the vendor. Northington 
et al disclose a user accessing financial systems via on line or a via an electronic mall. 
See column 1 1 , lines 40-52. It is well known that a user has a the option of returning a 
purchased product or package which the user feels dissatisfied with. If the package is 
an electronic content, the user may return the item online or via mail. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to incorporate 
these features in the system of Northington et al with the motivation of providing a user 
with the option of returning an item the user no longer desires or is dissatisfied with. 

As per claim 1 1 , Northington et al disclose an electronic commerce system, 
comprising: a data terminal capable of sending and receiving data, said terminal 
configured to indicate that a transaction is to be performed (figure 1, element 1 10) a 
transaction and information clearing house (TIPCH) (figure 1, element 100), said TIPCH 
configured to gather electronic information from a vendor (column 7, lines 45-67 and 
column 6, lines 14-18), said TIPCH connected selectively to said data terminal (figure 
1); said information automatically transferred to said data terminal when said data 
terminal is connected to said TIPCH (column 7, lines 45-67, abstract and column 8, line 
55 to column 9, line 24), said TIPCH configured to interface with a financial processing 
system (figure 6); and a financial processing system configured to transfer funds from a 
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users account to a vendors account when authorized by a data terminal (figure 6 and 
column 1 1 , lines 16-59). As per the newly added features of a "data terminal 
configured as a financially-enabled e-commerce device" and "wherein said data 
terminal is populated by said TIPCH with sufficient account information to impart 
transaction functionality to said data terminal on behalf of a user", applicant is directed 
to the rejection of claim 1 above. 

As per claim 12, Northington et al disclose the transaction and information 
processing clearing house further comprises a security mechanism, wherein access to 
said financial and information processing clearing house is restricted to a particular user 
(column 6, line 52 to column 7, line 3). 

As per claim 13, Northington et al the data terminal further comprises a security 
mechanism, wherein access to said data terminal is restricted to a particular user 
(column 3, line 62 to column 4, line 6 and column 1 0, line 66 to column 1 1 , line 3). 

As per claim 16, Northington et al disclose a method for permitting users to 
conduct an electronic commerce transaction, the method, comprising: providing a data- 
transaction device to a user, the device capable of sending and receiving data (figure 1 , 
element 110), the transaction device having a unique identifier corresponding to the 
user (the card number or user identification number) ; providing a transaction and 
information clearing house (TIPCH) (column 11, lines 16-52), said TIPCH configured to 
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receive electronic content from a vendor and to provide electronic content to said data- 
transaction device ((column 3, line 62 to column 4, line 6; column 10, line 66 to column 
1 1 , line 3 and column 6, line 52 to column 7, line 3), said TIPCH maintaining an 
association between the user and the data-transaction device using the unique device 
identifier, said TIPCH authorizing a transaction based upon the device identifier, said 
TIPCH automatically providing said electronic content to said data-transaction device; 
and conducting an electronic commerce transaction with a vendor using the data- 
transaction device (figure 6, column 3, line 62 to column 4, line 6; column 10, line 66 to 
column 1 1 , line 3 and column 6, line 52 to column 7, line 3). 

As per claim 16, applicant's representative argues that claim 16 infers using a 
smart card as a transaction device and such is not present in Northington et al. 

In response, the Examiner notes that a data transaction device is interpreted as a 
computer, digital assistant, laptop, cellular phones or other types of devices capable of 
receiving and/or transferring information to another device. The type of transfer device 
does not affect the function of the system. 

As per the argument regarding that Northington et al fail to teach or suggest the 
"transaction device having a unique identifier corresponding to a user", the Examiner 
asserts that most transaction devices include a personal identifier or a unique identifier 
and/or password to ensure proper and secure access to the transaction devices or 
access to other devices via the transaction device. Northington et al disclose accessing 
web browsers via their transaction devices and teach providing password to users of 
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their system. Note column 2, lines 51-53, column 5, lines 46-56 and column 6, lines 56- 
64. 

As per claim 17, Northington et al discloses a set of personal identification 
information corresponding to the user is obtained and associated with the data- 
transaction device is obtained and associated to the transaction device upon a 
registration of the data-transaction device (column 5, lines 35-56 and column 9, line 49 
to column 10 line 38). 

As per claim 18, Northington et al disclose a transaction and information 
processing clearing house (TIPCH) for use in an electronic system (figures 1 and 6) 
comprising: a secure database identifying accounts corresponding to a particular device 
identifier; authorization logic coupled to the secure database (column 9, line 49 to 
column 10, line 38) configured to authorize access to a user information database 
(column 8, line 55 to column 9, line 23); an information retrieval system wherein 
consumer account information is retrieved from selected consumer accounts and stored 
in said user information database (column 7, line 45 to column 8, line 18; column 9, line 
49 to column 10, line 38 and column 13, lines 15-32); and an information disbursal 
system, wherein retrieved information in said user information database is automatically 
dispensed to a user (column 10, lines 12-14 and column 8, lines 1-18). 

As per the features of a "data terminal configured as a financially-enabled e- 
commerce device" and "wherein said data terminal is populated by said TIPCH with 
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sufficient account information to impart transaction functionality to said data terminal on 
behalf of a user", applicant is directed to the rejection of claim 1 above. 

As per claims 19 and 25, Northington et al disclose a system for executing and 
tracking financial transactions (see the abstract) comprising: 

a transaction and information clearing house (TIPCH) (100), said TIPCH 
configured with an information repository (IR) (102) in which electronic information from 
at least one vendor is gathered for each registered user of said TIPCH (column 5, lines 
7-25); and 

a transaction device such as a remote terminal (110) containing data memory 
and configured for connecting with the TIPCH by a secure communications link and 
populating said data memory automatically upon establishing said secure 
communications link with said TIPCH (column 5, lines 35-56); 

Northington et al disclose the transaction device logs-in to the system and uses 
passwords or encryption techniques for accessing the system (column 6, lines 57-60 
and column 5, lines 36-56). Having the transaction device being configured with a 
unique identifier associated with a particular registered user having at least one financial 
account accessible to the TIPCH is not explicitly taught by Northington et al. 
Northington et al disclose accessing web browsers via their transaction devices and 
teach providing passwords to users of their system. Note column 2, lines 51-53, column 
5, lines 46-56 and column 6, lines 56-64. The portable transaction device being 
configured with a unique identifier associated with a particular registered user having at 
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least one financial account accessible to the TIPCH would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to include in the system of 
Northington et al for security purposes and also in order to ensure the integrity of the 
system; 

Wherein the TIPCH is configured to interface with a financial processing system 
so that transactions can be executed in which funds are transferred between an 
associated user account and one or more vendor accounts (column 6, lines 36-40 and 
column 5, lines 18-25). The device being a portable device is not explicitly taught by 
Northington et al. The Examiner notes that a data transaction device is interpreted as a 
computer, digital assistant, laptop, cellular phones or other types of devices capable of 
receiving and/or transferring information to another device. The type of transfer device 
being a portable transaction device does not affect the functioning of the system. Also, 
the transaction device being a portable transaction device would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art to include in the system of Northington et al in order to 
allow a user to access the information clearing house from any given location. 

As per the features of a "data terminal configured as a financially-enabled e- 
commerce device" and "wherein said data terminal is populated by said TIPCH with 
sufficient account information to impart transaction functionality to said data terminal on 
behalf of a user", applicant is directed to the rejection of claim 1 above. 

As per claim 20, Northington et al disclose "wherein said transaction and 
information processing clearing house (UIPCH) is configured for interfacing with a 
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registered user for establishing operating preferences for the transaction device, 
establishing report preferences, reporting status of accounts, allowing the user to 
change account and vendor parameters, displaying financial activity, paying invoices 
and bills, and or controlling automated payments". See column 5, lines 15-55, column 
6, lines 22-40 and column 2, lines 28-67 and column 9 of Northington et al. 

As per claim 21 , Northington et al disclose the transaction and information 
clearing house (TIPCH) is configured for registering multiple portable transaction 
devices for each given user. Note column 2, lines 44-53. 

As per claims 22-23, Northington et al does not explicitly teach means for 
biometric identification within the portable transaction device. As per this feature, the 
Examiner asserts that biometric identification systems such as fingerprint recognition 
devices are old and well applied techniques used in identification systems and smart 
card systems for ensuring security in the usage of a transaction device. Applying such 
well known techniques in the system of Northington et al would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made in order to provide 
alternate security within and in using the transaction device. 

As per claim 24, the system of Northington et al is a financially enabled electronic 
commerce device. See column 5, lines 15-26 of Northington et al. 
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As per claim 26, note columns 5 and 6 of Northington et al. 

As per claim 27, Northington et al do not explicitly state the automatic population 
of the transaction device is being populated comprising a zero click commerce activity. 
However, Northington et al disclose providing automatic transfer of electronic 
information based on a predetermined time or as pre-programmed. Thus, no click is 
necessary. See column 8, lines 1-18 of Northington et al. 



4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Frantzy Poinvil whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
9779. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 7:00AM-5:30PM. 

The fax phone numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned are (703) 872-9326 for regular communications and (703) 872-9327 for 
After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 



Conclusion 



1113. 
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February 17, 2005 
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